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Newcastle could bring himself to give up enough power
to induce any first-rate man to accept it. There were
three men in the House any one of whom might fairly as-
pire to it	Pitt, Fox, and Murray—and besides them none.
William   Pitt,  afterwards  Earl of Chatham, was at
this period in the forty-sixth year of his age.    He was
born in November 1708, the second son of a
gentleman of old and respectable family.    He
was educated at Eton and Oxford, but left the university
without taking a degree, because of the gout, from which
even at that early age he suffered severely.  After spending
some time in foreign travel, he obtained on his return
home a cornetcy in the Blues, and in 1735 entered Parlia-
ment as member for the family borough of Old Sarurn.
Walpole was then at the zenith of his power, though
the forces which eventually overthrew him were gathering
strength. The Tories, strong in the country, were insig-
nificant in Parliament, but a formidable opposition to the
great Whig minister was growing up within the ranks of
his own followers, of whom many were discontented with
his measures, or disgusted with his monopoly of power.
Outside Parliament this party was supported
sition toP°~ by the favour of Frederick, Prince of Wales,
Walpole. who, after the manner of heirs-apparent in the
House of Hanover, had quarrelled with his father, and
was then raising the standard of opposition to the Court.
Pitt threw in his lot with the discontented Whigs, and
soon made himself conspicuous by the violence of his
invectives. Walpole is reported to have said, £ We must
at all events muzzle this terrible cornet of horse,' and he
deprived him of his commission.
In the factious proceedings which led to the Spanish
War and to the downfall of Walpole (1742), Pitt took a
prominent part, but as he was not included in the new
administration formed under the leadership of Lord

